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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Foundation announces Bill Chiles as
the 2014 Recipient of the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are pleased to announce Mr. Bill Chiles as the 2014 recipient of the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award. The Award will be presented to Mr. Chiles at the 67th International Air Safety Summit in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emerites on November 11, 2014. 

Bill Chiles joined Bristow Group Inc. in July 2004 as CEO, President and board member after a distinguished 32-year career in the offshore oil & gas drilling business. During his ten year tenure with Bristow, Bill not only transformed a globally-dispersed organization into one of the fastest growing and most profitable helicopter transport companies, he articulated and encouraged others in the helicopter offshore transportation industry, including his fiercest competitors, to adopt his TARGET ZERO culture of safety.  His understanding of the relationship between technology, systems, processes and people created the environment for a Culture of Safety embracing the entire community- with employees, contractors, passengers, competitors and OEMs faithfully taking responsibility for their own safety and the safety of those around them.  Through his strategic leadership, he fostered a collaborative customer and safety-focused culture, reshaping not only the company but the entire industry as well.

His inspirational leadership, personal commitment, visionary approach and willingness to help and encourage others in the industry to achieve zero accidents, zero injuries and zero harm to the environment in all activities has put into motion substantial and permanent improvements in aviation safety. 

About the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Foundation and Award

On April 14, 1945, after visiting family in Pittsburgh, Mrs. Laura Taber Barbour was aboard a Pennsylvania Central Airlines DC-3 when it crashed in to the rugged terrain of Cheat Mountain near Morgantown, West Virginia.  All passengers and crew were killed.  In the years following, her husband, Dr. Clifford E. Barbour and son, Cliff, established the Award in her honor.  For nearly 60 years, this long distinguished Award has recognized those responsible for crowning achievements in aviation safety worldwide. 

The Award was established in 1956 through early association with the Flight Safety Foundation and from its founding has enjoyed a rich history of Award Board members, nominees and Award recipients.  In 2013, the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Foundation was formed from members of the Award Board, the aviation community and the Barbour family.  As the foundation plans to broaden the scope of its intent, with great purpose, the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award will continue to spotlight those champions who pioneer breakthroughs in flight safety.
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