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The Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Philip Barbour, 205-939-1700, 205-617-9007

Nancy Graham Named 2015 Winner Of Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award.

Miami -- The Laura Taber Barbour Safety Foundation is pleased to announce Nancy Graham, a long-time aviation executive and former director of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Air Navigation Bureau, as the 2015 recipient of the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award. 

Graham, currently president of Graham Aerospace International, served at ICAO for eight years, through September 2015, following a 16-year period with the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, where she held executive-level aviation positions of increasing responsibility. 

During her time at ICAO, she played a key role in strengthening international cooperation among global civil aviation stakeholders, with an emphasis on safety improvement. She helped shape the organization’s current Global Aviation Safety Plan (GASP) and Global Aviation Air Navigation Plan (GANP), which established priorities and global performance targets for safety and ATM initiatives. She introduced annual safety and capacity improvement reports against both plans which serve to demonstrate measurable progress against these plans.  She played a central role in the creation of Regional Aviation Safety Groups, which embraced these performance priorities and targets, putting them into action in partnership with non-governmental stakeholders.

Graham also played integral roles in the global aviation response to implementing flight tracking initiatives following the loss of Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, and improving airspace security monitoring and warning protocol after the shoot-down of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over a conflict zone in Eastern Ukraine.

“Nancy Graham’s career epitomizes the tremendous impact that an inclusive, data-driven, performance-based approach can have on advancing civil aviation safety,” says Dick Healing, Vice Chair of the Award Board and former Board Member of the National Transportation Safety Board. “Her legacy of results-oriented leadership with an emphasis on collaboration has helped improve global air transportation safety to the benefit of all who use it or rely on it.”

Graham was presented with the award at a special during the 68th International Air Safety Summit in Miami, Florida, on November XX, 2015. 

About the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Foundation and Award

On April 14, 1945, after visiting family in Pittsburgh, Mrs. Laura Taber Barbour was aboard a Pennsylvania Central Airlines DC-3 when it crashed in to the rugged terrain of Cheat Mountain near Morgantown, West Virginia.  All passengers and crew were killed.  In 1956, her husband, Dr. Clifford E. Barbour and son, Cliff, established the Award in her honor.  For nearly 60 years, this long distinguished award has recognized those responsible for crowning achievements in aviation safety worldwide.

The Award was established through early association with the Flight Safety Foundation and from its founding has enjoyed a rich history of Award Board members, nominees and Award recipients.  In 2013, the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Foundation was formed from members of the Award Board, the aviation community and the Barbour family.  As the foundation plans to broaden the scope of its intent, with great purpose, the Laura Taber Barbour Air Safety Award will continue to spotlight those champions who pioneer breakthroughs in flight safety. For more information on the foundation, the award, and past winners, visit http://LTBAward.org 
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